PREFACE

The following pages represent the iresult of
inquiries extending over the last ten years. The
gradual way in which such information, as is
given, has been acquired and the number of
times that first impressions have had to give
way to subsequent discoveries would be suffi-
cient warning that this representation of the
subject is little likely to be free from errors.
My hope is that this study will do something
to increase the interest already felt by many in
the various religious sects that have been called
into existence in India through the efforts of
distinguished teachers.

I have tried to avoid dogmatising on ques-
tions that call for fuller investigation ; but we
have at any rate in the teaching of Kabir an
attempt to break down the barriers that separate
Hindus from Muhammadans, and we have
probably in the Kabir Panth a religious system
that owes something to Hindu, Muhammadan
and Christian influences.